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Old Wilsonians’ Lawn Tennis Club 

Hayes Hill, Hayes, Bromley, Kent, BR2 7HN

Tel: 020 8462 2600

CHAIRMAN’S NEWSLETTER – JULY 2017
Hello everyone
The weather has been better than usual this season – so that means there has been a lot happening at the club. I’ll keep each point brief so if you need more information please ask me or look on the website http://oldwilsonians.com/tennis/
CLUB COMMITTEE – as a club we are busier than ever before. But we remain without a secretary.  That means I write most of the material you see, arrange for all the posts on the website and on Facebook as well as deal with all the correspondence that arises about anything and everything. That will have to stop because my circumstances are changing and I simply won’t have the time. The first thing to suffer will inevitably be communication with members. We are in discussion with someone the club will pay to do part of the work. But I doubt the club can afford to pay for a sufficient amount of time to cover everything I currently handle.  So if anyone can help out with tasks like adding the Rushmore scores to the LTA system, making sure our social and tennis events happen as planned, general administration, that would be very helpful.
CLUB TOURNAMENT – this event has started and Finals Day will be on Saturday 22 July.  Please make sure you come along and support the players, and if you can offer some help to the organiser Chris Gurr, I am sure he will be most grateful. More details will be issued as the day approaches.
JUNIOR CLUB SESSION – SATURDAYS 1pm to 2pm. Our efforts to attract a larger number of players haven’t produced the increase we had hoped for.  The sessions will continue until the end of the summer term but they will not return in the autumn.  I’m sorry to the two or three regular youngsters but this simply is no longer cost-effective.

AMERICAN TOURNAMENT POINTS RACE – the next event takes place on Saturday 29 July and the organiser will be Norman Holmes.  The current leaders are:

John Goskie

46.5
Chris Gurr

44.5
Martin Partridge
43.5
Anne Gurr

42.5
Roger Matthews
39.5
Annie Jordan

38
You can follow the changing fortunes of the front runners on our website.

Thank you to John Goskie for co-ordinating the Points Race and also for organising the Spring session of the singles box leagues – the winner of Box 1 was Bev Edet and of Box 2 was Martin Partridge.
JUNIOR LEAGUE TEAMS NEXT WINTER – in August we will have to finalise our junior league teams for next winter.  I haven’t had all the information yet but it is likely there will be events for all ages from 5 to 18.  So if your child wishes to play for the club please let me know immediately.

ADULT WINTER LEAGUE TEAMS – the entries have just been made.  We are running just two men’s teams this winter – no ladies, mixed or veterans’ teams of any description. In some instances the North Kent League simply didn’t run a winter 2017/18 equivalent of this summer’s competition but in others, experience has shown there is simply not sufficient demand or commitment to playing through the winter months, particularly in ladies or mixed events.
OLD WILSONIANS’ OPEN MEN’S SINGLES TOURNAMENT – this will take place on Sunday 3 September. There will be just 16 spaces for players.  This is run by an external referee and entry will open in a couple of weeks’ time.  But please keep the date free in your diaries and be prepared to support this event.  Most of our men’s team players would benefit from this experience.

KENT COUNTY CLOSED CHAMPIONSHIPS – I have left some flyers for this Championship in the pavilion.  Kent Tennis is trying to make this into less of an elite event – more of a tennis festival.  So there are qualifying days for the less able players. The event takes place at Bromley Tennis Centre in Orpington.  It runs from 27 August – 3 September and there are events for every age category from 8 & under to adults open competition. 
COURT AVAILABILITY DURING THE SUMMER HOLIDAYS – Jake will be running Summer Camps every day from Monday 31 July through to Friday 1 September, apart from the Bank Holiday Monday 28 August.  Court bookings will be made for the courts required for the camps and therefore some members with regular weekly daytime bookings might receive emails to say that their bookings for this period have been cancelled.  The courts will be especially busy from 9am until 2 pm, but Jake will always keep two carpet courts free for adult members wishing to play. The younger children will leave at 12 noon making more courts available from that time.  
NEW ADULT SESSION IN SEPTEMBER – Jake is hoping to run a new adults session starting in September. There is demand for coaching in doubles skills.  And also further demand for novice and improver sessions.  So if you have any views on which we should prioritise, please talk to Jake or let me know.

FREE SESSIONS HAVE TAKEN PLACE – for novice ladies in May and June, and we are still running the Tennis for Kids courses for 5-8 year olds as part of the Davis Cup legacy. These have all been well-attended.  I’d like to welcome the new members who have joined as a result of these courses, and from our Open Days in May and July.  If you need any help or information please let me know.
SURVEYS OF MEMBERS’ VIEWS – a short while ago we undertook a survey of adult members and separately a survey of Colts, Juniors and their parents.  The results from the Colts & Juniors survey have been posted to the website and can be seen here - http://bit.ly/2sSPn5h
The results from the adult survey are now ready to be similarly posted.  I’ll do that in the next week or so and issue a short note with a link.  We have to do it this way as ClubSpark does not enable us to send out anything containing tables or graphs. So please watch for that. The headlines were:

· No clear view about an additional club session, or when it might happen.    50% of respondents favour retaining the status quo.
· Effectively the respondents split 50/50 between having mixed ability club sessions or streaming different ability players within sessions.
· A majority favour continuing to block book courts for long-standing arranged fours/eights.
· A majority have never used floodlight cards but of those who have, most have encountered problems.   71% favour continuing with the current system but require assistance to do so. That is now offered – see below.
· No clear wish to change the timing of the Club Tournament but 44% favour extending the time period.
· Only 55% of respondents would be interested in any coaching, with Tennis Fit and doubles coaching coming out as the most popular options.
· 93% of respondents consider that there are sufficient competitive options available at the club.
· A very slim majority of respondents would support tennis events at the club on Friday evenings.


VISITORS - remain welcome at the club.  We want members to bring their friends and family down to enjoy the facilities.  There is no better advert for the club.  But visitors are required to pay a visitor fee and the member accompanying them is responsible for collecting it and paying it over. If anyone is considering joining the club and comes a few times to try the courts, they should pay the visitor fees and we will refund them as we finalise their membership subscription.

CLUB FACILITIES AND MAINTENANCE – the annual ClubForce weekend in April was well attended.  Lots of work was completed, not least the replacement of broken floodlight bulbs. Thanks to Chris Gurr for all his hard work, and to every single member who came and gave their time to keep our facilities in a great condition.

We have finally completed the external area around the new pavilion with the raised garden. Please respect that and don’t use it as a littler bin. All the courts have been treated for moss and algae – and are looking great. We are planning to re-paint the two hard courts in late July/early August.  This job is dependent on the weather of course.  
Next, a plea to all members, and especially to the parents of Colts members.  Please do not allow your children to use the pavilion kitchen unsupervised.  There are far too many dangers in there for children keen to explore.  And please note that we do not allow adults or children to cycle across the sports field at any time. Please stick to the path or preferably dismount and walk with your bike to the courts. Cycling across the football pitches and on the tennis courts has been an increasing problem this summer.  Ours is a sports ground – not a public park!  

And on that note, whilst I would prefer members NOT to bring dogs into the club grounds at all, the OWA does permit it as long as the dog remains on a lead at all times. It is well known that dogs carry a parasite via the roundworms that live in their digestive system.  They can spread toxocariasis, which can affect anyone but causes blindness in children. I would really hate any of our youngsters to succumb to that.  Dog mess is not only unsightly, smelly and anti-social, it is also unhygienic and a health hazard.
FLOODLIGHT CARDS – as we move towards the shorter evenings I should mention this topic once more. Some members experienced issues with the floodlight cards last winter.  If anyone wants me to swap cards, or see if I can assist in making the use of these cards less stressful, please ask me.
OWA FUND RAISING DRAWS – the OWA currently runs two monthly draws that all of our members can join.
a) The Prize Draw – for just £25 a year you will be entered into 40 weekly draws for a £25 prize, 10 monthly draws for £50 prizes and 2 annual draws for £500 each.

b) The Super Draw is payable by 12 monthly instalments of £12.50 – so this costs £150 a year.  But you do get a reduction of £50 off your tennis club membership subscription. You will then be entered into 12 monthly draws for £70 and 10 monthly draws for £ 170 and 2 annual draws for £1000.

c) You can enter either or both, and hold as many numbers as you wish. If you are interested please let me know, or contact the organiser Graham Watts direct by email to grawat@ntlworld.com, or by calling Graham on 07956 462685

BRITISH TENNIS MEMBERSHIP – after a long consultation the LTA has decided to retain a free tier of British Tennis Membership – which will include the right to be in the Wimbledon ballot as well as the provision of ratings and rankings. There is also a paid-for tier – at £20 for existing members – for which you will get a range of other tennis-related opportunities and offers, priority booking at some events. You should have received emails about this over recent weeks since the launch of the scheme in May this year.  If you wish to consider this please check out the information here: https://www.lta.org.uk/member/  There are also forms in the pavilion to enable you to sign up. 
KENT TENNIS SUPPORTERS CLUB – additionally (or as an alternative) you could consider becoming a member of the Kent Tennis Supporters Club.  There are two tiers of membership – Gold at £25 per year and Silver at £17 per year.  The major benefit to the membership is the access to a large pool of Wimbledon tickets – which means the chances of being successful in the Supporters’ Club ballot are EXTREMELY high! More information and application forms are available on this link https://www3.lta.org.uk/in-your-area/Kent/KentSupportersClub/
CRICKET WEEK - Cricket Week is on the horizon starting from Sunday July 16th - 21st with the following matches being played each day.
Sunday July 16th - President’s XI against a Club XI with a 2.00pm start. (Bar open from noon). There will be a lunch and tea which can be purchased for £12.00 per head by contacting Graham Watts direct by email to grawat@ntlworld.com, or by calling Graham on 07956 462685.
Monday July 17th- Club against the Ainsworth XI with a 2.00pm start and the bar will be open from noon and afternoon tea will be available.

Tuesday July 18th - Club against an Upminster XI with a 2.00pm start and the bar will be open from noon and afternoon tea will be available

Wednesday July 19th - Club against an Old Olavians XI in an all-day match starting at 11.30pm and the bar will be open from 11.00pm

Thursday July 20th - A T20 competition with the first match starting at 11.30pm and the second match against Surrey Masters (Ex Surrey players) starts at 3.00pm.

Also on the 20th there will be a champagne breakfast and afternoon teas included in the £30.00 per ticket. Book tickets or a table by contacting Graham Watts (see above).
Friday July 21st - An afternoon match against Dulwich CC starting at 2.00pm, bar open from noon and afternoon tea will be available.
AUGUST TOURNAMENT AND BBQ – On Sunday 6 August we will be holding our August tennis tournament and BBQ – family members are very welcome to join players for the BBQ (subject to numbers). We will shortly be advising indicative prices for the BBQ and what help is needed to organise the tournament and to provide salads and desserts. It would be good to see many of our newest members coming along to all or part of the afternoon to meet fellow club members. 

PRESIDENT’S EVENING – Friday 22 September – this is just an early reminder to keep this evening free to join our President Les Wilks for the evening at the clubhouse.
NIGEL JORDAN

CHAIRMAN OWLTC
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